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OpenScout Project

OpenScout is a European project


 
Co-funded by EU eContentplus Programme 


 

Targeted Project in the area Educational Content


 
18 partners in 14 countries organized in 8 groups


 

Duration: Sep. 2009 – Aug. 2012

OpenScout stands for


 
Skill-based scouting of 


 

Open user-generated & community-improved 
content 


 

For management education and training
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Usage Barriers


 

Many repositories with open management content


 

But


 
Isolated solutions 


 

Not widely known


 
No single access point


 

No exchange and interconnection


 

Consequence


 
Learners use


 

Learning material unfiltered & often inappropriate
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OpenScout’s Planned Results

Federated Content Base


 
Connect leading management content repositories


 

Extend with metadata to improve retrieval
Web Service Infrastructure


 
Skill-based search & retrieval services


 

Integration into Learning Management Systems 
(LCMS) and social network platforms

Tool Library


 
Re-authoring, improvement, annotation of content

Open Content Community


 
Enlarge group of learners & providers adopting 
services & standards for open content
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OpenScout Architecture
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Technologies and Standards I

LOM based Application Profiles


 
Based on LOMv1.0 standard 


 

Extended to represent competences (EQF)

Federation of repositories 


 
OAI-PMH and central server

Usage-metadata


 
CAM (Contextualized Attention Metadata)
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Technologies and Standards II

Query languages for central metadata store


 
SQI (Simple Query Interface) Service 
Container for queries and answers 


 

ProLearn Query Language (PLQL)

Publishing metadata to central metadata store


 
SPI (Simple Publishing Interface)
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Technologies and Standards III

Service Mash-up


 
SOAP, REST web services


 

Enterprise service bus (ESB) architecture 
implemented with Apache ServiceMix

Portal front end


 
JavaScript (jQuery library), PHP

Widgets


 
OpenSocial
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OpenScout’s Impact


 

Reduce usage barriers


 
Facilitate connection of services & tools


 

Connection to familiar LCMSs & social networks


 

Accelerate use of open learning resources in 
business & management education


 

Creation of largest federated, skill-tagged 
collection of management content (20.000 hours) 


 

Different target users 
Learners and providers (individual & professional)


 

Attract stakeholders to Open Content Community


 
Explosion of improved content & services


 

Focus on standards to guarantee interoperability
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Demonstrator
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Demo: Portal (openscout.net/demo)



Demo Widget (openscout.net/demo-widget) 
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Thank you for your attention! 

More information at 
www.openscout.net
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